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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fornn the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11 and 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Young et al. (US 5353121). 

Regarding claim 1, Young et al. discloses a file system for organizing 
recorded items of program content, comprising: 

A memory having a data structure for storing the location of a recorded item 
of program content in association with at least one electronic program guide attribute 
selected from the group consisting of: program title identifier, program category, 
broadcasting network, date of broadcast, time of broadcast, actors and directors 
(Fig.13,Col.12, lines 36-51). 

An interface for receiving EPG attribute information about a specific item of 
program content to be stored (fig. 19 and 20; Col.4, lines 49-Col.5, lines 10). 

A file writes mechanism that automatically stores the EPG attribute 
information about the item of program content to be stored in the data structure 
(Col.4, lines 52-59 and Col.12. lines 43-51); and 
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A file read mechanism that ascertains the storage location of a recorded item of 
program content based on the at least one EPG attribute accessed from the data 
structure (Col. 12, lines 52-60). 

Regarding claim 3, Young further discloses wherein the data structure further 
includes at least one user data attribute in association with the location of a recorded 
item of program content (Col. 12, lines 46-49). 

Regarding claim 5, Young further discloses the user data attribute stores at least 
one user-defined index that identifies a user-defined location within a recorded item 
(Col.11, lines 25-46). 

Regarding claim 6, Young further discloses comprising storage system 
maintenance system that selectively erases previously recorded items of program 
content based at least in part upon the user data attribute (Col. 13, lines 15-29). 

Regarding claim 8, Young shows wherein the Interface for receiving EPG guide 
information comprises a tuner for retrieving EPG from a supplier of program content 
(Fig.22A, element 202). 

Regarding claim 9, same analysis with respect to method claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 11, Young further discloses wherein the storage medium is a 
tape memory (Fig.22B, element 252). 

Regarding claim 12, Young further discloses wherein the storage medium is an 
electronic memory (Fig.22A, elements 234, 236, 238, 240). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject nnatter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2 and 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young 
et al. (US 5353121) in view of Schein et al. (US 6075575). 

Regarding claim 2, Young et al. does not specifically discloses the user interface 
EPG couldHifc interact with a natural language dialog system. 
Schein et al. teaches the use of a natural language dialog system (a voice 
recognition device) that interacts with the file read mechanism for supplying EPG 
attribute inquires to the read mechanism based on spoken requests of users (Col. 6, 
lines 12-42). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Young by integrating a voice 
recognition device so that the system could receive spoken commands from the 
viewer and converting the spoken commands into signals to facilitate use of 
television schedule information as suggested by Schein (Col. 6, lines 13-15). 

Regarding claim 7, Schein further discloses wherein the interface for receiving 
the EPG information comprises an Internet access system capable of accessing at 
least one internet-based provider of EPG information (Col. 12, lines 13-18). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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the invention was made to modify Young by providing a systems and methods for 
providing EPG to viewer through Internet in order to allow user to link, search, select 
and interact with information in a remote database on the internet. 
Regarding claimlO, Schein further discloses wherein the storage medium is a disk 
memory (Fig. 3, element 66). 
3. Claim 4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young et al. 
(US 5353121) in view of Ohno et al.(US 5761371). 

Regarding claim 4, Young et al. does not specifically disclose the user data 
attribute stores a record of when^ the item of program content was viewed by user. 

Ohno et al. discloses the user data attribute stores a record of when the item 
of program content was viewed by user (Fig.6, element Y, Col. 6, lines 1-8). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Young by assigning a symbol that represent eyes 
in the open state or the like as a data attribute in order to indicate the item of 
program content was viewed by user and history of play-back of the tape. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Zahavi (US 5410367) shows a television program scheduler for providing an 
indication to a user that a television program is about to start. 
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Schein et al (US 6002394) shows a system and methods for linking television 
viewers with advertisers and broadcasters. 

Klosterman et al. (US 6078348) shows a television schedule system with 
enhanced features. 

Young et al. (US 5949954) shows system and process for control of recording 
and reproducing apparatus. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or Faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communication intended for entry) 



(703) 308-5399, (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Hai Iran whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-7372. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile, can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-5399. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
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